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West Bend not the only ones UNinvited to ALA 
Convention 
Well, well, well. Deju vu. 
 
"Perhaps it is time for all the librarians to get their heads out of their books to digest, and then practice, 
some of the solid information therein.  
 
Many librarians are now at the American Library Association (ALA) convention where a panel informing 
librarians on aspects of ethnic diversity has been canceled because a speaker's views were. . .too diverse for 
the other panelists!  
 
 
According to this / report in the Washington Times , three of the four speakers scheduled to speak as part of a panel, 
"Perspectives on Islam: Beyond Stereotyping" canceled because they disapproved of the fourth speaker, Robert 
Spencer. 
 
"While I heartily endorse the principles of free expression and diversity of viewpoints that are part of the ALA mission, 
the way in which this information session about Islam and Muslims ... was modified and politicized at the last moment 
raises serious concerns about the integrity of the session," she (panelist Marcia Hermanson) said. 
 
..... 
 
It appears the free expression and diversity of viewpoints that are a part of the ALA mission are only those 
that agree with the ALA. Free indeed. 
 
..... 
 
"While I heartily endorse the principles of free expression and diversity of viewpoints that are part of the ALA mission, 
the way in which this information session about Islam and Muslims ... was modified and politicized at the last moment 
raises serious concerns about the integrity of the session," she said. 
 
..... 
"He starts from the point of view that Islam is evil. I don't see the need to debate that." 
 
Mr. Spencer challenged that interpretation of his views in an e-mail to The Times. 
 
"Terrorists use the texts and teachings of Islam to make recruits among peaceful Muslims, and to justify their war 
against the United States and the West. I explore how they do it," he said. 
 
And that just might be too much for the ALA. After all this is the same organization which campaigned against the 
Patriot Act allowing the FBI, after jumping through a few hoops, to trace who searched for terrorist instructions on 
library computers. And at an earlier convention, they hosted a Hugo Chavez apologist and refused to help their 
beleaguered counterparts in Cuba from Fidel Castro but opposed US sanctions against Cuba." 
 
